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Aspen and Invertebrates, 2001 

Background 

The aspen tree is a host to many specialist species. There are 14 specialist moth feeders and 14 
rare saproxylic1 flies that are dependent on aspen.   
 
The caterpillar of the Dark Bordered Beauty moth (Epione vespertaria) feeds on young aspen 
suckers and the Aspen Hoverfly (Hammerschmidtia ferruginea) depends on the aspen's dead 
wood. 
 
Although the aspen is widespread in the Cairngorms, its stands are typically small and scattered, 
and regeneration is limited. 
 
Many of the species dependent on aspen find it difficult to disperse from one stand to the next, 
especially where the network of aspen habitats have been so fragmented. 
 
However, efforts are now being made to secure their future by expanding existing stands and 
establishing new ones. 
 

RZSS Support 

The Highland Aspen Group has set up a nursery at the Highland Wildlife Park to propagate local 
provenance native woody plants, in particular different aspen clones, to ensure the availability of 
this material for planting in the National Park and adjacent areas.  
 

In partnership with Highland Aspen Group and Scottish Native Woods.  

 

Further information  

http://www.rzss.org.uk/conservation-programmes/projects/current-projects/aspen-and-invertebrates 

 

1saproxylic insects - insects that depend on, during some part of their lifecycle, dead or decaying wood.  
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Highland Tiger, 2008 

Background 

As the Cairngorms is potentially one of the last stronghold of the species - the Highland tiger, also 
known as the Scottish wildcat, the first part of this project focussed its efforts in the Cairngorms 
National Park. This was an excellent starting point and a lot was learned.  
 
Successful techniques developed in the Cairngorms can be rolled out across other parts of 
Scotland to help build a better picture of these animals in the wild. This information will help in 
developing a management strategy for the Scottish wildcat. 
 
Other work includes working on genetic tests and developing a new captive breeding programme. 
 

RZSS Support 

RZSS aims to: 
 secure the future of Scottish wildcats through practical conservation and research 

 raise awareness of the plight of the Scottish wildcat 

 promote public support for wildcat conservation 

 

In partnership with Scottish Natural Heritage, Cairngorms National Park Authority, Forestry 
Commission Scotland and Scottish Gamekeepers Association.  

 
 

Further information  

http://www.rzss.org.uk/conservation-programmes/projects/current-projects/highland-tiger 

http://www.highlandtiger.com/cairngorms_wildcat_project.asp 

http://www.snh.gov.uk/
http://www.cairngorms.co.uk/
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/scotland
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/scotland
http://www.scottishgamekeepers.co.uk/
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Scottish Beaver Trial, 2007 

Background 

Eurasian beavers (Castor fiber) are a native species to the UK and were hunted to extinction in the 
16th Century. By modifying their surroundings through coppicing, feeding and, in some cases, 
damming, beavers create ponds and wetlands which attract other species, provide a food source 
to others, and can even help improve water quality.  
 
Four beaver families have been reintroduced back into a trial site located in Knapdale forest, mid-
Argyll. It is the first official project of its kind in Britain and a ground breaking five year scientific 
study to explore how beavers can enhance and restore natural environments. The four families 
were released in 2009 and have since been busy settling into their new home; from building 
lodges to nurturing newborn family members.  
 
Throughout the Trial, an independent scientific monitoring programme has been co-ordinated by 
Scottish Natural Heritage to assess the effect beavers have on the local environment. The results 
of the Trial will help decide the future of beavers in Scotland.  
 

RZSS Support 

The Scottish Beaver Trial has five main aims: 

 To study the ecology and biology of the Eurasian beaver in the Scottish environment 

 To assess the effects of beaver activities on the natural and socio-economic environment 

 To generate information during the proposed trial release that will inform a potential further 
 release of beavers at other sites with different habitat characteristics 

 To determine the extent and impact of any increased tourism generated through the presence 
 of beavers 
 To explore the environmental education opportunities that may arise from the trial itself and 
 the scope for a wider programme should the trial be successful 
 

In partnership with Scottish Wildlife Trust, Forestry Commission Scotland and Scottish Natural 

Heritage.  

Further information  

http://www.rzss.org.uk/conservation-programmes/projects/current-projects/scottish-beaver-trial 

http://www.scottishbeavers.org.uk/ 

http://www.swt.org.uk/
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/scotland
http://www.snh.org.uk/
http://www.snh.org.uk/
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Water Vole Conservation, 2008 

Background 

The European water vole (Arivicola amphibius) has declined massively across the UK in the last 50 
years with a devastating 90%  population loss. The main causes of this catastrophic decline are the 
drainage and destruction of wetlands, changes in land management with the removal of field edge 
ditches and dykes and predation from the invasive American mink. 
 
The Trossachs Water Vole Project is based in the Loch Ard forest area, near Aberfoyle. Water voles 
had not been seen in the area for over 30 years and were classed as locally extinct. 
 
In the early 1990's the Forestry Commission Scotland began a large scale habitat improvement 
scheme, improving the area for the benefit of all wildlife including water voles. With the habitat 
improved and an American mink control programme underway the stage was now set for 
Scotland's first water vole reintroduction programme. 
 

RZSS Support 

The achievements of this project: 

 All sites where water voles were originally released are still occupied by healthy populations 

 A further 5 sites have so far been identified which released water voles have colonised 
 naturally 

 In 2010 residents of Aberfoyle began reporting water voles in the village after an absence of 
 over 30 years 

 
The project will continue to increase public engagement and awareness of water vole 
conservation. It will also encourage and direct research using new and previously collected data, 
and build on this to inform future water vole conservation projects. 
 
 

In partnership with Scottish Wildlife Trust, Forestry Commission Scotland and Scottish Natural 

Heritage.  

Further information  

http://www.rzss.org.uk/conservation-programmes/projects/current-projects/water-voles 

http://www.swt.org.uk/
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/scotland
http://www.snh.org.uk/
http://www.snh.org.uk/

