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BIOGRAPHY 

My academic background is in zoology, completing my undergraduate degree at Oxford under Professor 

Richard Dawkins and my PhD. at Glasgow University under Professor Mike Hansell. Whilst at Glasgow I led a 

30+ student expedition to Trinidad and Tobago to undertake conservation work for the Forestry 

Commission across marine, habitat recovery and species reintroduction projects. 

 

My career has been in the private sector, initially in manufacturing with BAe working primarily across South 

East Asia but thereafter in financial and professional services, the majority of which was as Director with 

KPMG (19 years) where I was Head of Business Development in Scotland. I retired from the Firm in 2019 

and have been working as a Consultant until April of this year when I assumed a full-time role with the 

Scottish Association for Mental Health (SAMH) as Interim Director of Strategy and Business Development. 

 

Throughout my career I have maintained my lifelong interest in zoology and conservation and have been a 

passionate supporter of RZSS. Originally joining the Business Advisory Group in 2015 and subsequently co-

opted to the Board, for the last four years I have provided a range of support to the Society and its 

management during the pandemic including participating in the Finance sub-committee which constructed 

the financial recovery plan during park closures, the RZSS Strategy Working Group, Conservation Advisory 

Group and a newly-formed digital strategy group. I am also on the Council of the Zoological Society of 

Glasgow and the West of Scotland, where RZSS has legacy interests. 

 

STATEMENT 

As a Board Member I bring a strong combination of scientific understanding and extensive commercial 

experience to the Society’s operations and strategic outlook. With other Non-Executive roles, I also add 

sound governance to process and approach and an extensive network across both private and public 

sectors. I am committed to RZSS, supporting it through one of its most difficult periods over the last 12 

months and hope to continue doing so into a brighter future. 


