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John Denerley 

Biography 

I was born and bred in Cheshire. My management careers have equipped me with transferable skills such as 

organisation, effective communication and handling difficult situations. In my current role as an elected 

Councillor for Dumfries and Galloway Council, I contribute to developing policies and strategies that align with 

the views and priorities of my local ward. 

I have also been involved in various tourism-related activities, such as being a representative for the Visitor 

Attraction Sector on the Dumfries & Galloway Tourist Board (VisitScotland)'s Executive Committee. 

I have been a Convenor of the Scottish Council on Deafness, ensuring that the management committee fulfils its 

responsibilities for the governance of the Council. I attended the Cross-party Group on deafness to represent the 

interests of deaf and deafblind people in the Scottish Parliament. I have volunteered as a British Sign Language 

tour guide at Chester Zoo. I have been on the board of directors of The Stove Network in Dumfries since 2020 

supporting community-led projects focusing on bringing people from diverse backgrounds together. 

Throughout my life, I retained my early childhood interest in natural history. I have developed into a passionate 

conservationist and have run the Galloway Wildlife Conservation Park / Trust in Kirkcudbright for two decades. 

We have made great strides in promoting conservation and education in our community. We have implemented 

several successful programmes which have had positive impacts on the local ecosystem. 

My interests in reading, travelling, and photography reflect a personality that values learning and exploration. 

Supporting statement 

As a conservationist passionate about natural history and wildlife management experience, I have been a member 

of RZSS since 2002 and deeply understand the importance of preserving and protecting endangered species. The 

zoo has played a significant role in my life and I have many fond memories of visiting as a child. I am genuinely 

interested in the RZSS's mission and would be honoured to contribute my skills and experience to the Board. 
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